
WASHINGTON STATE GOURD SOCIETY 
Meeting Minutes 
February 3, 2018 

 
President Beverly Lavdas called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Members present were Beverly Lavdas, Toni Davenport, Jeanette Chrane, Kathy Allison, Kathryn 

Egan, Kate Franchimon and Evie Scribner; those present via Zoom were Jim Martin, Sharon Watson and 
Debbie Cain 

 
The Minutes of the Meeting held 12/16/17 were approved as written 
 
Bev touched on the highlights of the last meeting; we will need at least 4 volunteers from each 

Patch to be able to continue our Ellensburg Event.   The consensus was if we don’t continue with the 
workshops in Ellensburg we would lose a lot of following, however, for years the planning and 
preparation was done by a handful of members. Most of those key members are no longer able or 
willing to carry the workload.  

 
Various possible options were discussed. One option is to have patch-centered workshops across 

the state.  The state association would help with the cost of bringing in teachers and help promote the 
events via website and Facebook.  The local patch members would be responsible for finding a venue, 
teacher housing, registering students, setting up and organizing the events.  

 
It was also suggested that we consider having a judged show that would help promote gourd art and 

the artists.   
 
Today’s continuing discussion: The cost for Ellensburg (non-profit) would be $540/day (4 days).   

 Jim suggested keeping it to 3 days.  Sharon stated that her patch would volunteer to be in charge of 
clean up for Ellensburg.  

 
Debbie Cain reminded us that after teaching at Ellensburg, Vickie Echols held classes for the 

Gourdian Angel Patch on the peninsula last year.  She suggested that she could invite Rosario and Maria 
Dellos to teach this year.   Debbie has called Fort Worden as a possible workshop location & will share 
the info as soon as she receives it. 

 
Bev suggested we hold smaller workshops around the state, having possibly two or three teachers 

travel from venue to venue holding workshops instead of one large event. If the Ellensburg event were 
to be held, it would be July 18-22. Those dates are available at the fairgrounds for the armory building. It 
was suggested that an event be held on that weekend this year.   

 
Bev volunteered to contact patch leaders and ask for volunteers in each area to look for possible 

venues to hold workshops, especially someone on the east side.  Sharon said she would also assist.  
 
MOTION: Moved that we discontinue the big workshop in Ellensburg and begin using smaller venues 

around the state.  Seconded.  Passed.  
 



Sharon plans to attend the Wuertz Festival and will talk with Gloria Crane, Rosario, Maria Dellos and 
Bonnie Gibson about teaching at our workshops; she also suggested Robin Bryson, who teaches 
pointillism. 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Kathy announced our balance at the end of 2017 is $8,739.58; the 

Treasurer’s Report is attached to these Minutes.  She stated we need to get the balance of our account 
down if we wish to reapply for federal non-profit status.  (Our balance should be in the neighborhood of 
$2,000.00) 

 
A payment for $98 was approved to be made to Diane for the printing of signs for Ellensburg.  
It was reported that we pay $9.00 per month for insurance on the contents of our storage unit. 

Kathy volunteered to shop for insurance that would cover liability for workshops as well as the storage 
unit.  

 
Kathryn suggested we distribute monies to the various patches to help cover costs of workshops. 

Kathy suggested that we needed to prepare a grant form for patches to apply for funds. It was also 
suggested that if possible members could offer housing for teachers and be given a stipend to help cover 
costs $50 per day was suggested. 

 
We have 52 members that have paid their dues for 2018. We were reminded that to attend patch 

meetings, gatherings, or workshops one must be a member of WSGS.  
 
Oz was given a lifetime membership in 2017 in recognition of his service. It was suggested that   

Patty Burke also be awarded a lifetime membership. 
 MOTION:  Moved and seconded that Patty Burke be awarded a lifetime membership in WSGS. 

Passed. 
 
Kathryn would like reports from each patch quarterly, and desperately needs info, photos, etc., for 

our newsletter.  Jim offered to post our gourd photos on Facebook, but they would need to be emailed 
to him directly and not texted.   

 
Jim stated most of the comments on our Facebook page are from non-members; Bev asked Jim to 

repost how to join WSGS.  We are each to encourage everyone to talk to friends who are members to 
send Jim photos of their work. Beginners, as well as accomplished gourd artists, are encouraged to send 
photos via email to Kathryn and Jim for publication. Tips and reviews on products or techniques are also 
appreciated. 

 
It was agreed we are pleased with the format of the Zoom meeting. All those attending could 

participate with ease.  
 
MOTION:  Moved and seconded that all board members be apprised of all names and information 

on all members.  Passed. 
 
Kathleen stated new members have to print out the app and mail it in; also, they must indicate if 

they have paid by PayPal. 
 



MOTION:  Moved and seconded we accept only checks for membership fees, and that we no longer 
use PayPal; also that members who are an active part of the group by April 1st this year will be given all 
member benefits.  Passed. Discounts on classes will not be given to members joining after April 1st.  

 
In closing, Bev reiterated that Sharon will take care of the middle of the state as far as discussing 

individual patch workshops, and Bev will talk to the rest.  Debbie suggested we coordinate teachers in 
different areas, one immediately following another.  Bev would like us to follow up on this within 2 
weeks from now, reporting on their findings.  

 
Meeting adjourned.   
 


